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TAGS: EAID, SREF, UNRWA, IS, JO 

SUB J : REPAYMENT OF GOI FLOUR LOAN TO UNRWA IN WHEAT 
REF: BEIRUT 12348 

1. GOI IS ASKING UNRWA TO REPAY LOAN OF FLOUR IN 
WHEAT RATHER THAN FLOUR. MINCOMMERCE OFFICIAL 
EXPLAINED THAT FLOUR WILL COME NOT FROM GOI ITSELF 
BUT FROM PRIVATELY OWNED MILLS, WHICH WILL PRODUCE 
FLOUR ON SPECIAL ORDER AND EXPECT HAVE THEIR WHEAT 
STOCKS REPLENISHED. 

2. EMBASSY HAS BEEN ASKED PROVIDE AT LEAST VERBAL 
ASSURANCE THAT USG WHEAT WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR 
REPAYMENT. WHILE LACKING DEXAILS WE CAN CONFIRM 
FROM OUR F IL ES THAT THIS PROCEDURE WAS FOLLOWED WHEN 
SIMILAR SITUATION AROSE IN 1967. 

3. BELIEVE GOI REQUEST IS REASONABLE UNDER CIRCUM- 
CUMSTANCES AND THUS REQUEST AUTHORIZATION PROVIDED 
NECESSARY ASSURANCES 

TO GOI AND UNRWA. SHOULD 
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MENT. WOULD ALSO BE USEFUL HAVE ROUGH IDEA OF 
REPLACEMENT RATION WE WOULD CONSIDER APPROPRIATE. 

KEATING 
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